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Examples of Voluntary Industry Certifications in IT and Healthcare for Community Colleges

With many industry certifications available, it is difficult for community colleges to identify those that
might be relevant to align or embed in their academic programs. This document provides a starting
point by listing examples of voluntary industry certifications in information technology (IT) and
healthcare that can be aligned or embedded with community college certificate or degree programs.
The list does not include certifications that may that be used or required to obtain state licensure. Many,
but not all, of these certifications are either accredited by the ANSI National Accreditation Board (ANAB)
or the Institute for Credentialing Excellence National Commission of Certifying Agencies (NCCA).!

For this list, certifications are defined as credentials that have three components: (1) a standardized
exam, (2) required renewal, and (3) the ability to be revoked for incompetence or unethical behavior.?

IT Certifications

Certification Body Certification Relevant Academic Discipline
Amazon Web Services AWS Certified Cloud Practitioner IT Systems
(AWS) Cloud Computing
AWS Solutions Architect Associate Information Technology
CompTIA A+* Information Technology
IT Support
Cloud+* Information Technology

Cloud Computing

Cloud Essentials+ Information Technology

Cloud Computing

Cybersecurity Analyst (CySA+)* Cybersecurity

Linux+* Information Technology
IT Systems
Networking

Network+* Information Technology
Networking

PenTest+* Information Technology
Cybersecurity

Security+* Information Technology
Cybersecurity

Server+ Information Technology

! The certifications that are accredited by ANAB are indicated with a “*” and those accredited by NCCA are
indicated with a “°”.

2 See more details about certifications and other credentials in Workcred’s “How Do Credentials Differ?” chart:
https://workcred.org/Interactive-Graphics/How-Do-Credentials-Differ.aspx.
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https://anabpd.ansi.org/Accreditation/credentialing/personnel-certification/ALLdirectoryListing?menuID=2&prgID=201&statusID=4
https://ice.learningbuilder.com/Search/Public/MemberRole/ProgramVerification2?model.Organization=&model.Accreditation=&model.ProgramAcronym=&model.ProgramName=&performSearch=true&_o=&_d=&_p=16&_s=20
https://aws.amazon.com/certification
https://aws.amazon.com/certification/certified-cloud-practitioner/
https://aws.amazon.com/certification/certified-solutions-architect-associate
https://www.comptia.org/en-us
https://www.comptia.org/en-us/certifications/a
https://www.comptia.org/en-us/certifications/cloud
https://www.comptia.org/en-us/certifications/cloud-essentials-v2
https://www.comptia.org/en-us/certifications/cybersecurity-analyst/
https://www.comptia.org/en-us/certifications/linux
https://www.comptia.org/en-us/certifications/network/
https://www.comptia.org/en-us/certifications/pentest
https://www.comptia.org/en-us/certifications/security
https://www.comptia.org/en-us/certifications/server
https://workcred.org/Interactive-Graphics/How-Do-Credentials-Differ.aspx
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Certification Body

Certification

Relevant Academic Discipline

Cisco

Cisco Certified Network Associate
(CCNA)*

Information Technology

Networking

Cisco Certified Support Technician
(CCST) Cybersecurity

Information Technology

Cybersecurity

Cisco Certified Field Technician (CCT)

Information Technology

Cisco Certified Support Technician
(CCST) IT Support

Information Technology

IT Support

Cisco Certified Support Technician
(CCST) Networking

Information Technology

Networking

EC-Council/International

Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH)*

Council of E-Commerce
Consultants

Information Technology

Cybersecurity

Global Information

GIAC Security Essentials (GSEC)*

Information Technology

Assurance Certification Cybersecurity

(GIAC)

ISC2 Certified in Cybersecurity (CC)* Information Technology
Cybersecurity

Microsoft GitHub Foundations IT Systems

Cloud Computing

Microsoft Certified: Azure Al
Fundamentals

IT Systems
Cloud Computing

Microsoft Certified: Azure Data
Fundamentals

IT Systems
Cloud Computing

Microsoft Certified: Security,
Compliance, and Identity Fundamentals

Information Technology

Cybersecurity

Healthcare Certifications

Certification Body

Certification

Relevant Academic Discipline

American Association of

Certified Medical Assistant (CMA

Medical Assistants
(AAMA)

AAMA)°

Medical Assisting

AAPC

Certified Professional Coder (CPC)

Medical Coding

Health Information Technology

American Health
Information Management
Association (AHIMA)

Certified Coding Associate (CCA)

Medical Coding

Health Information Technology
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https://www.cisco.com/site/us/en/learn/training-certifications/certifications
https://www.cisco.com/site/us/en/learn/training-certifications/certifications/enterprise/ccna/index.html#tabs-a107e9a621-item-b27a5c1e52-tab
https://www.cisco.com/site/us/en/learn/training-certifications/exams/ccst-cybersecurity.html
https://www.cisco.com/site/us/en/learn/training-certifications/exams/ccst-cybersecurity.html
https://www.cisco.com/site/us/en/learn/training-certifications/certifications/technician/index.html
https://www.cisco.com/site/us/en/learn/training-certifications/exams/ccst-it-support.html
https://www.cisco.com/site/us/en/learn/training-certifications/exams/ccst-it-support.html
https://www.netacad.com/resources/program-info/ccst-networking
https://www.netacad.com/resources/program-info/ccst-networking
https://www.eccouncil.org/
https://www.eccouncil.org/
https://www.eccouncil.org/
https://www.eccouncil.org/train-certify/certified-ethical-hacker-ceh-v13-north-america/
https://www.giac.org/
https://www.giac.org/
https://www.giac.org/certifications/security-essentials-gsec/
https://www.isc2.org/
https://www.isc2.org/certifications/cc
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/certifications/github-foundations/?practice-assessment-type=certification
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/certifications/azure-ai-fundamentals/?practice-assessment-type=certification
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/certifications/azure-ai-fundamentals/?practice-assessment-type=certification
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/certifications/azure-data-fundamentals/?practice-assessment-type=certification
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/certifications/azure-data-fundamentals/?practice-assessment-type=certification
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/certifications/security-compliance-and-identity-fundamentals/?practice-assessment-type=certification
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/certifications/security-compliance-and-identity-fundamentals/?practice-assessment-type=certification
https://aama-ntl.org/
https://aama-ntl.org/
https://aama-ntl.org/medical-assisting
https://www.aapc.com/
https://www.aapc.com/certifications/cpc
https://www.ahima.org/
https://www.ahima.org/
https://www.ahima.org/
https://www.ahima.org/certification/CCA
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Certification Body

Certification

Relevant Academic Discipline

Certified Coding Specialist (CCS)

Medical Coding

Health Information Technology

Certified Coding Specialist - Physician
Based (CCS-P)

Medical Coding

Health Information Technology

American Medical
Certification Association
(AMCA)

Clinical Medical Assistant Certification
(CMAC)°

Allied Health

Medical Assistant

Medical Coder and Biller Certification
(MCBC)°

Medical Coding

Health Information Technology

Phlebotomy Technician Certification
(PTC)°

Allied Health
Phlebotomy

American Medical
Technologists (AMT)

Certified Medical Laboratory Assistant
(CMLA)°

Allied Heath

Medical Laboratory Assistant

Medical Administrative Specialist
(CMAS)°

Allied Health

Medical Administration

Medical Laboratory Technician (MLT)°

Allied Health

Medical Laboratory Technician

Registered Medical Assistant (RMA)°

Allied Health
Medical Assistant

Registered Phlebotomy Technician Allied Health
(RPT)° Phlebotomy
Nursing
American Society of Phlebotomy Technician (PBT ACSP)* Allied Health
Clinical Pathologists Phlebotomy
(ASCP) Board of .
Certification (BOC) Nursing
Histotechnician (HT ASCP)* Biology
Chemistry
Medical Laboratory Assistant (MLA Allied Health

ASCP)*

Medical Laboratory Assistant

Medical Laboratory Technician (MLT
ASCP)*

Allied Health

Medical Laboratory Technician

Behavior Analyst
Certification Board (BACB)

Registered Behavioral Technician (RBT)*

Behavioral Health/Science

Human Services
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https://www.ahima.org/certification-careers/certifications-overview/ccs/
https://www.ahima.org/certification-careers/certifications-overview/ccs-p/
https://www.ahima.org/certification-careers/certifications-overview/ccs-p/
https://www.amcaexams.com/
https://www.amcaexams.com/
https://www.amcaexams.com/certifications/clinical-medical-assistant/
https://www.amcaexams.com/certifications/medical-coder-and-biller-certification/
https://www.amcaexams.com/phlebotomy-technician-certification/
https://www.americanmedtech.org/
https://www.americanmedtech.org/
https://americanmedtech.org/certified-medical-laboratory-assistant
https://americanmedtech.org/medical-administrative-specialist
https://americanmedtech.org/medical-laboratory-technician
https://americanmedtech.org/medical-assistant
https://americanmedtech.org/phlebotomy-technician
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification?srsltid=AfmBOopRqDLjhANYc8ViEI4REfik-bu5rTLTJ2u11jvWq1_lJRDogXTQ
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification?srsltid=AfmBOopRqDLjhANYc8ViEI4REfik-bu5rTLTJ2u11jvWq1_lJRDogXTQ
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification?srsltid=AfmBOopRqDLjhANYc8ViEI4REfik-bu5rTLTJ2u11jvWq1_lJRDogXTQ
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification?srsltid=AfmBOopRqDLjhANYc8ViEI4REfik-bu5rTLTJ2u11jvWq1_lJRDogXTQ
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification/get-credentialed?srsltid=AfmBOooNRvGYoPXk176u6O9yTG1tIisQZxjc4yw5rU88UifjxBElJjGn
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification/get-credentialed?srsltid=AfmBOooNRvGYoPXk176u6O9yTG1tIisQZxjc4yw5rU88UifjxBElJjGn
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification/get-credentialed?srsltid=AfmBOooNRvGYoPXk176u6O9yTG1tIisQZxjc4yw5rU88UifjxBElJjGn
https://www.ascp.org/content/board-of-certification/get-credentialed?srsltid=AfmBOooNRvGYoPXk176u6O9yTG1tIisQZxjc4yw5rU88UifjxBElJjGn
https://www.bacb.com/
https://www.bacb.com/
https://www.bacb.com/rbt/
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Certification Body

Certification

Relevant Academic Discipline

Cardiovascular

Credentialing
International (CCl)

Certified Cardiographic Technician
(CCT)*

Allied Health

Certified Rhythm Analysis Technician Allied Health
(CRAT)*

Inteleos Registered Diagnostic Medical Allied Health
Sonographer (RDMS)*3

Joint Commission on Certified Ophthalmic Assistant (COA)* Allied Health

Allied Health Personnel in
Ophthalmology (JCAHPO)

Ophthalmic Assistant

Certified Ophthalmic Technician (COT)*

Allied Health
Ophthalmic Assistant

National Board for
Certification in
Occupational Therapy
(NBCOT)

Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant
(COTA)°

Occupational Therapy Assistant

National Board for
Respiratory Care (NBRC)

Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT)°

Allied Health

National Board of Surgical

Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)°

Technology and Surgical
Assisting (NBSTSA)

Surgical Technology

National Healthcareer
Association (NHA)

Certified Billing and Coding Specialist
(CBCS)°

Medical Coding

Health Information Technology

Certified Clinical Medical Assistant
(CCMA)°

Medical Assistant

Certified Phlebotomy Technician (CPT)°

Phlebotomy

Nursing

Certified Pharmacy Technician (CPhT)°

Pharmacy Technician

Nuclear Medicine
Technology Certification
Board (NMTCB)

Certified Nuclear Medicine Technologist
(CNMT)°

Nuclear Medical Technology

Pharmacy Technician
Certification Board (PTCB)

Certified Pharmacy Technician (CPhT)°

Pharmacy Technician

3 This certification also requires the completion of a specialty certification in abdomen, breast, fetal
echocardiography, OB/GYN, or pediatric sonography.
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https://cci-online.org/
https://cci-online.org/
https://cci-online.org/
https://cci-online.org/credentials/certified-cardiographic-technician
https://cci-online.org/credentials/certified-rhythm-analysis-technician
https://www.inteleos.org/
https://www.ardms.org/get-certified/rdms/
https://www.ardms.org/get-certified/rdms/
http://www.jcahpo.org/
http://www.jcahpo.org/
http://www.jcahpo.org/
https://www.jcahpo.org/certification/certifications/certified-ophthalmic-assistant/
https://www.jcahpo.org/certification/certifications/certified-ophthalmic-technician/
http://www.nbcot.org/
http://www.nbcot.org/
http://www.nbcot.org/
https://www.nbcot.org/occupational-therapy/what-is-an-otr-or-cota
http://www.nbrc.org/
http://www.nbrc.org/
https://www.nbrc.org/examinations/crt/
https://www.nbstsa.org/
https://www.nbstsa.org/
https://www.nbstsa.org/
https://www.nbstsa.org/cst-certification
https://www.nhanow.com/
https://www.nhanow.com/
https://www.nhanow.com/certification/nha-certifications/medical-billing-and-coding-specialist-(cbcs)
https://www.nhanow.com/certification/nha-certifications/certified-clinical-medical-assistant-(ccma)
https://www.nhanow.com/certification/nha-certifications/certified-phlebotomy-technician-(cpt)
https://www.nhanow.com/certification/nha-certifications/certified-pharmacy-technician-(cpht)
https://www.nmtcb.org/
https://www.nmtcb.org/
https://www.nmtcb.org/
https://www.nmtcb.org/exams
https://ptcb.org/
https://ptcb.org/
https://ptcb.org/credentials/certification/certified-pharmacy-technician

